18                                      DIARY OF                           Jan- IS_I7
T5th. Having been exceedingly disturbed in the night with the barking of a, dog of one of our neighbours that I could not sleep for an hour or two, I slept late, and then in the morning took physic, and so staid within all day. At noon my brother John came to me, and 1 corrected as well as 1 could his (Ireek speech to say the Apposition, though 1 believe he himself was as well able to do it as myself. After that we went to read in the great Officiate about the blessing of bells in the Church of Rome.1 After that my wife and I in pleasant discourse till night, then I went to supper, and after that to make an end of this week's notes in this book, and so to bed. It being a cold day and a great snow my physic did not work so well as it should have done.
16th. In the morning I went up to Mr. Crew's, and at his bedside he gave me direction to go to-morrow with Mr. Edward to Twickenham, and likewise did talk to me concerning things of state; and expressed his mind how just it was that the secluded members should come to sit again. I went from thence, and in my way went into an alehouse and drank my morning draft; with  Matthew Andrews and two or three more of his friends, coachmen.    And of one of them I did hire a coach to carry us to-morrow to Twickenham.    From thence to my office, where nothing to do; but Mr. Downing he came and found me all alone;  and did mention to me his going back into Holland, and did ask me whether 1 would go or no, but gave me little encouragement, but bid me consider of it;  and asked  me whether I did not think that Mr. ilawly could perform  the work of my office alone or no.    I confess I was at a great loss, all the clay after, to bethink myself how to carry this business.    At noon,  Harry Kthall came to me and  went along with Mr. Maylard by coach as far as Salsbury Court,
1" Baronius informs us that Pope John XIII. in 968 consecrated a very large new cast bell in the Lateran Church, and gave it the name of John. This is the first instance I meet with of what has been since called 'The baptizing of bells/ a superstition which the reader may find ridiculed in the ' Beehive of the Romish Church,7 1579." A list of the ceremonies is quoted, and instance given of the practice in 14 Hen. VII., when Sir William Symys, Richard Clech, and Maistres Smyth were godfathers and godmother to a bell at Reading. See Brand's " Popular Antiquities," ed. llazlitt, vol. ii. pp. 239-240.